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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF A NAME 
What is in a name? Certainly not much in our modern 
western world where names have little or no special signifi-
cance, except to identify or designate a person. Modern 
names are chosen by parents because the names are pretty, or 
sound nice, or to commemorate and honor a relative, a close 
friend, or some celebrity in show business, sports, or politics. 
Seldom do parents stop to think of the meaning behind a 
name. 
But in the eastern world, especially in Bible times, there was 
meaning and purpose in the selection of names. There a name 
was regarded as expressing a deep desire in the hearts of 
parents, or it might have given a clue to the character of the 
child, or even, as in some instances, serve as a prophecy of the 
child's future activity. In the Old Testament there are hundreds 
of instances of the use of proper names indicating their signifi-
cance. I have selected one to serve as an illustration. When 
Jacob and Rachel were journeying from Bethel, Rachel gave 
birth to a son. The child lived, but the mother died in 
childbirth. Her dying words uttered her choice of a name for 
the child. She called him ''Benoni,'' which means, ''the son of 
my sorrow." When Rachel departed this life, Jacob realized 
that his helpmate had been taken from him, so he called the 
child ''Benjamin,'' meaning, ''the son of my right hand.'' 1 The 
purpose in each choice is obvious. 
The casual reader of the Bible recognizes the many names 
and titles given to God in Scripture. Through an understand-
ing of these names we are given clearer insight into God's 
nature and character. This is but one of several ways whereby 
we may study God in order to learn more about Him. G. P. 
Pardington said, ' 'New crises and peculiar needs among His 
people called forth fresh names; and there can be no 
emergency among believers tow hich some name of God does 
not apply.'' While we shall never have a full revelation of God 
in this life, we may be certain that God is knowable, 2 thus 
Christ prayed to the Father "that they might know Thee the 
1 Genesis 35: 18 2 Romans 1:19 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent." 3 
True, we can know God only in part while we are in the flesh, 
but it behooves us to know the knowable until we know even 
as we are known. 4 
In his excellent volume, Titles of the Triune God, Herbert F. 
Stevenson points out the fact that there is significance in the 
frequent use in Scripture of the phrase, "the name of the 
LORD." To call on the "name of the LORD" was to worship 
Him as God;5 to praise Him; 6 to seek help when in distress; 7 
to come to Him for salvation;8 to be assured of answers to 
prayer. 9 Inasmuch as the name of Jesus Christ is invested with 
every attribute that "the name of the LORD" implied in the Old 
Testament, it was in that name that the apostles went 
everywhere preaching, and it was that name which unbeliev-
ers feared. The Jewish leaders forbade the apostles to speak or 
teach in the name of Jesus, 10 and when they were beaten for 
doing so, they rejoiced in that they were counted worthy to 
suffer for His name. 11 Thus they continued to preach and 
perform miracles in the name of Jesus Christ. 12 Christians 
rejoice at the sound of His blessed name, for it speaks to us all 
that He is to His people-their regeneration, redemption, 
justification, sanctification, ar.d glorification. 
The names of God can be divided into three classes: 
THREE PRIMARY NAMES 
God (Elohim) 
Lord (Adonai) 
LORD, GOD (Jehovah) 
THREE SECONDARY NAMES COMPOUNDED WITH EL 
(God) 
Almighty God 





3 John 17:3 4 l Corinthians 13: 12 5 Genesis 21 :33; 26:25 
6 2 Samuel 22:4 7 2 Samuel 22:7 8 John 1:12; Romans 10:13 
9 John 14:13-14; 15:16; 16:23-24 10 Acts 4:18; 5:28 11 Acts 5:41 
12 Acts 9:14, 21 ; 10:43; 16:18; 19:17 
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It is from the three basic primary names-God, Lord, and 
LORD-that we receive the rest of the names of God. These 
three names are given to us in a single passage in Joshua's 
prayer at Ai. "And Joshua rent his clothes, and fell to the earth 
upon his face before the ark of the LORD until the eventide, he 
and the elders of Israel, and put dust upon their heads. And 
Joshua said, Alas, 0 Lord GOD, wherefore hast Thou at all 
brought this people over Jordan, to deliver us into the hand of 
the Amorites, to destroy us? would to God we had been 
content, and dwelt on the other side Jordan! 0 Lord, what 
shall I say, when Israel turneth their backs before their 
enemies!" 13 LORD and Goo are both translated Jehovah. 
Lord is translated Adonai. God is translated Elohim. 
ELOHIM (God) 
The first of God's names, in the order of their appearance in 
Scripture, is Elohim, translated "God" in the Authorized Ver-
sion. It reportedly occurs not less than 2,500 times in the Old 
Testament and 32 times in the first chapter of Genesis. The 
name Elohim is derived from two roots: El, signifying unlim-
ited strength, energy, might, power; A/ah, signifying to swear, 
declare or make a covenant. These two roots, when brought 
together in the name Elohim, mean infinite strength and abso-
lute faithfulness. Thus we are introduced to the God of the 
Bible as the One with whom nothing is impossible and who 
always keeps His word. Elohim is the strong, faithful One. 
13 Joshua 7:6-8 
We meet this name of God at the very outset of the Bible. 
"In the beginning God [Elohim] created the heaven and the 
earth.'' 1 That which follows in Genesis chapter one makes no 
attempt to solve scientific problems, but sets forth the power 
and faithfulness of Elohim. We do know that Moses received 
the information by divine revelation. Such an One as Elohim is 
to be held in reverence and wholesome fear, for this name 
suggests might and majesty. 
It is divine omnipotence, the first and essential attribute of 
Deity, that confronts us at the beginning of the divine record. 
In creation we see God's might; in providence we see His 
faithfulness. He upholds all things by the word of His power. 2 
There are billions of stars, planets, and planetoids, many of 
them being thousands of times larger than our earth and 
moving at great speed. Yet no two ever collide. Why? Elohim 
who created them also controls them. He is the strong, faithful 
One, creation's amazing Architect and Builder. Indeed, "The 
heavens declare the glory of God [Elohim]." 3 
I am told that there are six trillion atoms in one ounce of 
uranium. Packing them in at a billion a second, it would take a 
million years to put them there. But how did they get there, 
and who prevents them from exploding? Elohim, the strong, 
faithful One. 
Elohim is a plural noun. I see in this that within the Godhead 
there is a plurality of Persons. It is an interesting observation 
that He speaks of Himself as ''Us.'' 4 This is all consistent with 
the Christian view of God. God is a Tri-unity, there being three 
Persons within the one essential Godhead. 
Remembering that the name Elohim is formed from two 
words, one of them being A/ah, meaning "to swear," we see 
in Him the God who always keeps His covenant with man. 
The very name Elohim means that God has sworn and He will 
do it. 5 
This is illustrated for us in God's covenant with Noah. Read 
Genesis 6: 15-18, and there you will see God's pronounce-
ment of judgment upon the earth by means of the flood and 
His instructions to Noah to build the ark. Then He added these 
1 Genesis 1: 1 2 Hebrews 1:3 3 Psalm 19:1 
4 Genesis 1:26; 3:22; 11:7 5 See Numbers 23:19; Hebrews 6:17-18 
7 
8 
words, "But with thee will I establish My covenant; and thou 
shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and 
thy sons' wives with thee.'' 6 Seven days after they went into 
the ark, the rains came and prevailed on the earth for one 
hundred and fifty days. But Noah had no cause to fear that 
God had failed and forsaken him, for it was Elohim, the strong, 
faithful One who had made the covenant. And so we read, 
"And God [Elohim] remembered Noah." 7 Because of His 
infinite might He was able to deliver Noah, and inasmuch as 
He had sworn by Himself, God had to deliver him. 
This is illustrated for us again in God's covenant with Abra-
ham. He said to Abraham, ''I am the Almighty God [Elohim-
Shaddai] ... I will make My covenant between Me and thee 
and will multiply thee exceedingly .... As for Me, behold, M~ 
covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many 
nations. " 8 Then He added, "And I will establish My covenant 
between Me and thee and thy seed after thee in their genera-
tions for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and 
to thy seed after thee. And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed 
after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of 
Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their 
God." 9 God had sworn that He would preserve the Jew and 
the land for his possession. The terms of the covenant are 
clearly defined, and Elohim binds Himself with an oath. There 
have been feverish attempts on the part of men and nations to 
annihilate the Jew and take his land, but Elohim had sworn, 
and He will do it. God confirmed the covenant with Jacob 10 
and it was this assurance that kept Jacob steady for the n~xt 
twenty years.'' 11 
Not infrequently do we read the phrase, "And God remem-
bered.''12 How refreshing to know Elohim! God who kept His 
pr.omise with Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is our strong, 
faithful Redeemer. With Him all things are possible. 13. Every 
promise is affirmed by His will and assured by His name. 14 The 
6 Genesis 6:18; 7:1 7 Genesis 8:1 8 Genesis 17:1,2,4 
9 Genesis 17:7-8 10 Genesis 28:10-15 11 Genesis 31:36-42 
12 Genesis 8:1; 19:29; 30:22; Exodus 2:24; 6:2-8; Leviticus 26:42 
13 Matthew 19:26; Mark 10:27; Luke 18:27 14 2 Corinthians 1:20 
certainty of their fulfillment is wrapped up in the very character 
of Elohim. Circumstances may prevent man from carrying out 
his promises, but Elohim, never! Every promise that God ever 
made from the beginning, relative to man's redemption, has 
found its fulfillment in Jesus Christ. 
JEHOVAH (LORD, GOD) 
The second of the primary names of God in Scripture is 
translated LORD in all capital letters to distinguish it from the 
word translated Lord, which is in the lower case except for the 
letter ''L.'' Sometimes it is translated Goo in all capital letters 
to distinguish it from the word translated God, which is in the 
lower case except for the letter "G." The English form of the 
Hebrew word is Jehovah. 
From the most reliable sources, we gather that the original 
and true pronunciation of this name has been lost. There is a 
reason for this. The Jews themselves scrupulously avoided 
every mention of it, believing that it was wrong to pronounce 
that name. They repeatedly substituted in its stead Adonai. 
Precisely when this practice arose among the Jews we cannot 
be certain. We do know, however, that the Septuagint, a 
Greek version of the Old Testament Scriptures, made be-
tween 280 and 130 B. C., read Adonai for Jehovah. The Jews' 
fear even to pronounce the name grew out of their interpreta-
tion, or application, of Leviticus 24: 16, "And he that blas-
phemeth the name of the LORD, he shall surely be put to 
death, and all the congregation shall certainly stone him: as 
well the stranger, as he that is born in the land, when he 
blasphemeth the name of the LORD, shall be put to death.' ' 
Because of this special reverence for the name Jehovah, the 
name by which God made Himself known to the Hebrews, it 
was almost entirely lost sight of. We Christians could do with 
some of this kind of reverence. Hardly a day goes by but that 
someone is heard speaking the name of God in vain and in 
blasphemy. The name Jehovah is, above every other name of 
God, the one most sacred and precious to the Jew. 
The name Jehovah is translated Goo about 300 times and 
' LORD about 6, 000 times. It is mentioned in Scripture more 
than any other name of God. It is derived from the Hebrew 
9 
10 
verb Havah, meaning "to be" or "being." The idea is, of 
course, that of existence, self-existence. Thus Jehovah is the 
eternal, self-existent One, without beginning and without end, 
''the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.'' 1 God is now 
what He always has been and what He will remain forever. 2 
There are some Hebrew scholars who see in the word Havah 
part of the verb to become. Very well! But a verb of becoming 
does not necessarily mean ''coming into being,'' but rather 
becoming something to someone. God is ''the becoming 
One" in the sense that He becomes this or that to His people. 
The significance of the name Jehovah is, in its revelation of 
God, becoming to His people what they need in order to 
supply that need. 
The name Jehovah itself appears only seven times in the 
Authorized Version of the Bible, four times in its primary use; 3 
and three times compounded with other names: Jehovah-
Jireh, 4 Jehovah-Nissi, 5 and Jehovah-Shalom. 6 
The meaning of the name Jehovah is brought out in His 
discussion with Moses at the burning bush. When Moses 
asked God for a name whereby he could describe Him to the 
children of Israel, God said to him, ''I AM THAT I AM ... Thus 
shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me 
unto you." 7 Dr. Unger writes, "The root idea is that of unde-
rived existence. When it is said that God's name is 'He is,' 
simply being is not all that is affirmed. He is in a sense in which 
no other being is. He is; and the cause of His being is in 
Himself. He is because He is .... From the idea of underived 
and independent existence, follows that of independent and 
uncontrolled will and action." There was a time when I could 
not say, "I am," because I was not. But there was never a time 
when God could not say, "I AM," because He always was. 
God is a living personality, distinct from all other beings and far 
above them all, "One God and Father of all, who is above all, 
and through all, and in you all.'' 8 Jehovah is independent of 
1 Hebrews 13:8; Revelation 4:8 2 Isaiah 43:10-11; Psalm 102:27 
3 Exodus 6:3; Psalm 83:18; Isaiah 12:2; 26:4 4 Genesis 22:14 
5 Exodus 17: 15 
8 Ephesians 4:6 
6 Judges 6:24 7 Exodus 3:14 
1 
time. There is no past nor future with Him, no was, nor will be. 
"He has nothing to learn, nothing to acquire, nothing to 
become.'' ''To whom then will ye liken God? or what likeness 
will ye compare unto Him? To whom then will ye liken 
Me? ... saith the Holy One. '' 9 ''I am God, and there is none 
else; I am God, and there is none like Me." 10 
"And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say 
unto the children of Israel, the LORD God of your fathers, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, 
hath sent me unto you: this is My name for ever, and this is My 
memorial unto all generations.'' 11 He was giving assurance to 
Moses and all Israel that He, Jehovah, was the Elohim of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He was that strong, faithful One 
who kept His word with them and fulfilled every promise. He is 
the LORD God, Jehovah Elohim, the covenant-keeping One. 
Abraham went down into Egypt12 and lied to Abimelech, 13 yet 
Elohim forgave him and remained faithful to His word. Isaac 
repeated the sin of his father Abraham when, at Gerar, he lied 
in calling Rebekah his sister, 14 yet Elohim remained faithful to 
His covenant. And now He says to Moses, Tell My people 
"that the Jehovah Elohim of your fathers, the Elohim of 
Abraham, the Elohim of Isaac, and the Elohim of Jacob, hath 
sent me unto you: this is My name for ever, and this is My 
memorial unto all generations.'' You see, Jehovah's relation 
to Israel is an eternal one, 16 and it is in connection with His own 
people that the name is associated. 1 7 He did not address 
Pharoah by this name. 18 Pharoah spoke better than he knew 
when he said, "I know not the LORD [Jehovah]." 19 Had he 
only known Jehovah he would have had respect for Him. 
The name Jehovah does not appear in Scripture until after 
the creation of man. 20 The fact of man's creation is stated in 
Genesis 1:27, and details are given later as to how God 
formed man. It is in the latter description that we meet 
Jehovah: "And the LORD God [Jehovah Elohim] formed man 
9 Isaiah 40: 18,25 
12 Genesis 12: 10 
10 Isaiah 46:9 
13 Genesis 20:2 
15 Genesis 27:6-24 16 Romans 11:2 
18 Exodus 5:3; 7:16; 9:1 , 13; 10:3 19 Exodus 5:2 
11 Exodus 3: 15 
14 Genesis 26:1-11 
17 Exodus 3:18 
20 Genesis 2:4 
11 
12 
of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life; and man became a living soul. " 21 It was as 
Elohim that He created heaven and earth and all animal life 
but as Jehovah-Elohim He made man in His own image and 
likeness. 
Very often in Scripture the Holy Spirit uses the name 
Elohim when the physical universe is in view, but when the 
salvation and protection of His children are in view, He uses 
the name Jehovah. One illustration will suffice. We read, 
"Thus did Noah; according to all that God [Elohim] com-
manded him, so did he." 22 Immediately following we read 
"And the LORD [Jehovah] said unto Noah, Come thou and ali 
thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before 
Me in this generation.'' 23 ''And they ... went in, went in male 
and female of all flesh, as God [Elohim] had commanded him: 
and the LORD [Jehovah] shut him in. " 24 Where the animals 
are included, the name Elohim is used, but it was Jehovah 
who shut him (Noah) in. God has a special relationship to man 
which is distinct from the lower creation. The communion He 
established with the ·man whom He made in his own image 
and likeness brings forth this further revelation of His character 
and attributes in the name Jehovah-Elohim. The fact that the 
two names are joined together makes it unquestionably clear 
that Jehovah is Elohim. They are one and the same Person. 
This fact God emphasized to Moses in Exodus 3: 14-15. 
Now the fact that there are repeated references to LORD 
(Jehovah) in the Book of Genesis perplexes some students of 
the Bible when they read Exodus 6:2-3. Let us examine these 
verses. ''And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I am 
the LORD: And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and 
unto Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, but by My name 
JEHOVAH was I not known to them." God is not saying here 
that this name was never used before Moses' time but that 
' 
now for the first time He made known to Moses the meaning 
and significance of it. Up to this time no explanation had been 
given of the name Jehovah. The critics of the Bible have used 
21 Genesis 2: 7 
24 Genesis 7: 16 
22 Genesis 6:22 23 Genesis 7: 1 
this passage to argue that Genesis 1 and 2 are two separate 
documents written by different men and are contradictory in 
the light of God's words to Moses in Exodus 6:2-3. We have 
just given what we believe to be a sound explanation of this 
alleged discrepancy, therefore we consider it unnecessary to 
argue further the unbeliever's viewpoint. 
We come now to a consideration of the three outstanding 
characteristics of Jehovah. 
JEHOVAH IS HOLY 
"For I am the LORD your God: ye shall therefore sanctify 
yourselves, and ye shall be holy; for I am holy: neither shall ye 
defile yourselves with any manner of creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the earth. For I am the LORD that bringeth you 
up out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: ye shall therefore 
be holy, for I am holy. " 25 In Leviticus 19 we have a repetition 
of sundry laws and solemn warnings against any violation of 
them, and not less than eight times God concludes a warning 
with the words, "I am the LORD [Jehovah]," and eight times 
"I am the LORD [Jehovah] your God [Elohim]." ' 
Jehovah only is absolutely holy. 26 He assumes the title of 
"the Holy One," 27 and in this He distinguishes Himself from 
man. 28 He is essentially, eternally, infinitely, and absolutely 
holy. His holiness is not an acquired perfection; it is essentially 
God Himself. Jehovah is holy beyond the possibility of ever 
being tempted to sin. 29 
JEHOVAH HATES AND JUDGES SIN 
It was as Jehovah-Elohim that He appealied to Adam, 
placing him under moral obligation to obey under penalty of 
death. 30 It is interesting to read the dialogue between Satan 
and Eve recorded in Genesis 3. Neither Satan nor Eve men-
tion the name Jehovah, but always Elohim. The very mention 
of that holy name brought to mind the divine hatred for sin and 
the fact that Jehovah must judge sin and punish the sinner. In 
their distortions and doubting and denial of God's Word they 
25 Leviticus 11:44-45; 19:1-2 26 Exodus 15:11; 1 Samuel 2:2 21 Isaiah 40:25 
28 Hosea 11:9 29 James 1:13 30 Genesis 2: 16-17 
13 
14 
avoided that name. From verse 7 to the end of the chapter, it is 
Jehovah-Elohim who pronounces judgment upon the sin-
ners. God's names stand for His character, and as Jehovah He 
cannot condone evil. From the entrance of sin into the world in 
Genesis 3, right on through the rest of the Old Testament, it is 
Jehovah who pronounces judgment against sin. 
In Genesis 4, where we find the record of the first murder 
and the first polygamist, the name Jehovah is used, for here 
again God shows His hatred for sin and His judgment upon it. 
Jehovah-Elohim had already shown that a sacrifice was re-
quired for sin, 31 thus we are not surprised to read that 
"Jehovah had respect unto Abel and to his offering: But unto 
Cain and ... his offering He had not respect.'' 32 Both boys had 
received the same instruction, having been raised at the same 
family altar, thus Jehovah had to judge the disobedient one. 
In Genesis 5, where we have a record of the generations of 
Adam, which is a record of the creature-relationship, the name 
Elohim is used throughout until verse 29. There the name 
Jehovah is used in its only appearance in the entire chapter, 
but it is in connection with the "curse," Jehovah's judgment 
upon sin. 
It is as Jehovah that He rained fire and brimstone upon the 
wicked cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. 33 It was Jehovah who 
said to Moses, ''Whosoever hath sinned against Me, him will I 
blot out of My book." 34 It was Jehovah who plagued the 
people for making the calf. 35 It was Jehovah who descended in 
a cloud to proclaim His name and then to warn that sin would 
leave its effect upon their children unto the third and fourth 
generation. 36 Jehovah cannot clear the guilty. Men speak 
foolishly against God, but sinners must all come to see 
Jehovah's hatred for sin and His judgment of the sinner. 
JEHOVAH LOVES AND SAVES SINNERS 
It is under the name of Jehovah that He provides salvation 
for sinners. It was Jehovah-Elohim who came seeking the 
31 Genesis 3:21 
34 Exodus 32:33 
36 Exodus 34:5-7 
32 Genesis 4:4-5 
35 Exodus 32:35 
33 Genesis 19:23-25 
sinner whom He had judged. 37 Right here the evolutionary 
theory collapses. Man cannot grope up through his moral and 
spiritual darkness to find GOD, but rather GOD loves and 
seeks the sinner. It was Jehovah who closed the door of the 
ark in order to save Noah. 38 It was Jehovah who judged Egypt 
and saved His people Israel. 39 In the Book of Judges, which 
records about four hundred and fifty years of Israel's history, 
we have an excellent illustration of Jehovah's judgment of sin, 
and at the same time His love and provision for sinners. 40 And 
so Jehovah does not forsake sinful, fallen man. He manifests 
His love, and ever seeks to save him. 
JEHOVAH IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 
In the New Testament the name Jehovah is ascribed to 
Jesus Christ. There are many facts there which ascribe deity to 
our blessed Lord, but none more clear and convincing than 
the fact that the majestic name of Jehovah, the great I AM, is 
applied to Him. 
In Exodus 17:2, 7 we are told that the people tempted 
Jehovah in Rephidim. In 1 Corinthians 10:9 we learn that it 
was Christ whom the Israelites tempted. 
In Isaiah 6: 1-5 the prophet saw Jehovah, yet that vision was 
actually one of the preincarnate Christ according to John 
12:41. 
The same prophet, Isaiah, wrote by inspiration, ''The voice 
of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the 
LORD [Jehovah], make straight in the desert a highway for our 
God. " 41 When John the Baptist introduced the Lord Jesus he 
quoted Isaiah 40:3, thus showing that the Jehovah-Elohim of 
the Old Testament is Jesus Christ of Nazareth. 42 
In Isaiah 45:21-23 Jehovah prophesied of a day when 
every knee should bow to Him and every tongue swear (or 
confess) Him. In Philippians 2:9-11 that Jehovah of Isaiah's 
prophecy is none other than our Lord Jesus Christ. 
In Joel 2:32 we are told that whosoever shall call on the 
3 7 Genesis 3:8,21 38 Genesis 7: 16 39 Exodus 12 
40 Judges 3:7-11 , 12-15, 4:1-4; 6:1-14; 10:6-10; 11:21-23; 13:1-14:19 
41 Isaiah 40:3 42 Matthew 3: 1-3 
15 
16 
name of the LORD (Jehovah) shall be delivered, or saved. In 
Romans 10: 13 we learn that it is the Lord Jesus who saves. 
In Psalm 102 the name Jehovah is mentioned not less than 
eight times. 43 In verses 25-27 He is depicted as the eternal 
Creator. The Epistle to the Hebrews shows this psalm to be 
Messianic and Christ to be the eternal Creator. 44 
We have noted earlier in our study that the Old Testament 
interpretation of Jehovah is in the statement, "I AM THAT I 
AM. " 45 Among the New Testament writers, the Apostle John 
was divinely inspired to set forth our Lord Jesus Christ as the 
great "I AM." The Gospel according to John is peculiarly the 
Gospel of His deity. In this one Book the three great primary 
names of Deity-Elohim, Jehovah, and Adonai-are all as-
cribed to Jesus Christ. Let us look together at those passages 
which show Jesus to be the "I AM." 
To the Samaritan woman Christ said, "God is a Spirit: and 
they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth. 
The woman saith unto Him, I know that Messias cometh, 
which is called Christ: when He is come, He will tell us all 
things. Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am He. " 46 
Notice that the last word, "He," is in italics, meaning it was not 
in the original, so that our Lord really said, "It is I AM that 
speaketh unto thee.'' 
When the disciples were crossing the storm-tossed sea to-
ward Capernaum, Christ appeared walking on the water and 
said, "It is I AM; be not afraid. " 47 The "AM" is unfortunately 
omitted from the Authorized Version. 
It was to the Pharisees that Jesus said, "For if ye believe not 
that I AM [He has been added], ye shall die in your sins. " 43 
''Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son 
of man, then shall ye know that I AM [He has been added]. " 49 
"Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before 
Abraham was, I AM." 50 
If there was any doubt in the mind of any one of the disciples 
that Christ was the Jehovah of the Old Testament, He told 
43 Psalm 102:1,12,15,16,18,19,21,22 44 Hebrews 1:10-12 
46 John 4:24-26 
49 John 8:28 
47 John 6:20, Amplified Version 
50 John 8:58 
45 Exodus 3:14 
48 John 8:24 
them that before the great betrayal they would know this truth. 
"Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come to pass, ye 
may believe that I AM [He has been added]." 51 
When Judas led the officers from the chief priests and 
Pharisees to take Jesus, and our Lord said unto them "I AM 
[He has been added], they went backward, and fell to the 
ground." 52 Humanity was forced to bow before Deity. 
In addition to these passages which show Jesus to be the "I 
AM," the Jehovah of the Old Testament, John records eight 
sayings of Christ in which He compounded the name "I AM" 
with other descriptive terms: 
I AM the Bread of Lif e53 
I AM the Light of the world54 
I AM the Door55 
I AM the Good Shepherd56 
I AM the Son of God57 
I AM the Resurrection, and the Lif e58 
I AM the Way, the Truth, and the Life59 
I AM the True Vine60 
All that Jehovah was to His people in Old Testament times, 
our Lord Jesus Christ is to His Church in the present dispensa-
tion. He is Jehovah the Holy One who hates and judges sin, 
but who loves and saves sinners. 
5 1 John 13: 19 
54 John 8: 12; 9:5 
57 John 10:36 
60 John 15: 1,5 
52 John 18:6,8 
55 John 10:7,9 
58 John 11:25 
53 John 6:35,48,51 
56 John 10:11,14 
5 9 John 14:6 
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